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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicants and/or their attorneys and is being submitted so as 
to comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neither applicants nor their attorneys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that the 



information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § L98, transmitted herewith are: 

1. A completed copy of Form PTO/SB/08 A "Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant" listing the patents, publications and other information being submitted for 
consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A. 



NON-ENGLISH INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, following is a concise explanation of the relevance (as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable 
about the content of the information), of each listed patent, publication or other information that 
is not in the English language: 

1. German Patent Application No. DE 198 60 933, published February 28, 2002 
discloses: An airbag arrangement and method includes an airbag module, which has a module 
housing and an airbag. The airbag is arranged so that it sequentially unfolds so that it ultimately 
becomes positioned in front of the passenger. The module is mounted along a roof region of the 
vehicle, in front of a passenger seat, with an opening of the housing facing toward the 
windshield. The airbag has a first section and a second section extending from the first section at 
an angle, which can be substantially at 90 . The first and second sections are configured to 
deploy substantially downwardly along the windshield. The second section is configured to 
further deploy toward the passenger, below the passenger's head level 

2. German Patent Application No. DE 299 16 177, published March 30, 2000 
discloses: a connection between an airbag and an inflator including a clamp for holding the 
connection in place. 

3. Japanese Patent No. JP 1 1-291854, published October 26, 1999 discloses: An air 
bag device is provided with an inflator for controlling the jetting-out of pressure gas, a diffuser 
for controlling the amount and the direction of the pressure gas jetted out of the inflator, an air 
bag inflated by the pressure gas controlled by the diffuser, and a housing for housing the inflator, 
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the diffuser and the air bag and having an opening for the inflating of the air bag. In the vicinity 
of the opening of the housing, a level difference is formed nearly in parallel with the end of the 
opening. A buckling generation through-hole is formed in the level difference for locally 
reducing rigidity in the vicinity of the opening so as to generate buckling. 

4. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 10-264761, published October 6, 1998 
discloses: An air bag module is composed of at least an inflator member and an air bag 
expanded with gas blown out of the inflator member. The inflator member is fitted into a 
reaction can fastened to a roof member of a vehicle in such a way that its blowoff direction is the 
direction of an occupant seated on a rear sheet. The air bag body is disposed to expand in space 
between a thigh part Ml and an upper body part M2 of the occupant. The upper body part M2 of 
the occupant is therefore inclined forward, and collision energy is absorbed until collision load is 
converged, so that the occupant can be effectively protected without receiving the reaction of the 
air bag body by a body structural member. 

5. Japanese Patent Application No. JP 7-1 17605, published May 9, 1995 discloses: 
In an air bag for an automobile in which combustion gas generated in an inflater is made to flow 
into a bag so as to inflate the bag and protect an occupant, when the prescribed acceleration is 
detected, the air bag for the automobile is so constituted that the air bag is installed between a 
sun visor mounted on a roof and the upper end of a front window shield. 
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Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Craig Metcalf I 
Reg. No. 31,398 ^ 
Attorney for Applicants 



3 



PTO/SB/08A (05-03) 
Approved for use through 5/31/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 


Complete if Known 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Application Number 


Not yet assigned 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Filing Date 


August 6, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Robert Weber 




Group Art Unit 




(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Examiner Name 




Sheet 1 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


14253 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MIVNDD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Nnmhpr - Kinri Pnrlp^ I if knnuun\ 
iNuinuei (xii iu uuue \u nnuwit) 




U1 


US-6 474 678 


1 1 /OS/2002 


Boxey 






U2 


US-6,464,250 


10/15/2002 


Faigle et al. 






U3 


US-6,361,068 


03/26/2002 


Stein et al. 






U4 


US-6,305,707 


10/23/2001 


Ishiyama et al. 






U5 


US-6,237,941 


05/29/2001 


Bailey et al. 






U6 


US-6,234,517 


05/22/2001 


Miyahara et al. 






U7 


US-6, 168, 186 


01/02/2001 


Welch et al. 






U8 


US-6, 135,495 


10/24/2000 


Redgrave et al. 






U9 


US-6, 103,984 


08/15/2000 


Bowers et al. 






U10 


US-6,029,996 


02/29/2000 


Yoshioka et al. 






U11 


US-5,775,726 


07/07/1998 


Timothy et al. 






U12 


US-5,692,768 


12/02/1997 


Mihm et al. 






U13 


US-5,602,734 


02/11/1997 


Kithil 






U14 


US-5,470,103 


11/28/1995 


Vaillancourt et al. 






U15 


US-5,340,148 


08/23/1994 


Faigle et al. 






U16 


US-5,209,519 


05/11/1993 


Shiga et al. 






U17 


US-2,834,606 


05/13/1958 


Bertrand 






U18 


US-2,755,125 


07/17/1956 


Hodges 






U19 


US-2,649,311 


08/18/1953 


Hetrick 






U20 


US-1 ,675,957 


07/03/1928 


Reeves 






U21 


US-20030052476 


03/20/2003 


Rose 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
{and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be 
sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and selection option 2. 



PTO/SB/08A (05-03) 
Approved for use through 5/31/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 
Sheet 2 of 2 



Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Not yet assigned 


Filing Date 


August 6, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Robert Weber 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


14253 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 - Number 4 - Kind Code 5 (if known) 




F1 


GB - 2 367 535 


04/10/2002 


Autoliv Development AB 








F2 


DE- 198 60 933 


02/28/2002 


Eckert 








F3 


GB - 2 345 669 


07/19/2000 


Autoliv Development AB 








F4 


DE-299 16177 


03/30/2000 


Takata Corp. 








F5 


JP- 11291854 


10/26/1999 


Kansei Corp. 








F6 


EP - 0 904 992 


03/31/1999 


Toyota Jidosha 








F7 


JP- 10 264761 


10/06/1998 


Mitsubishi Motors Corp. 








F8 


GB - 2 309 942 


08/13/1997 


Airbags Int'l Limited 








F9 


JP- 71 17605 


05/09/1995 


Honda Kiyoshi 







NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 




01 


"U-Nuts & J-Nuts," Mr. G's Fasteners, pp 74-77. 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER; Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with WPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be 
sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and selection option 2. 



